
  

Mapping Emerging Knowledge 

Summer 2010 

How do we contextualize new knowledge within the existing evidence of our 
disciplines? Comprehending information in rapidly developing fields is a 
challenge. In order to define current understanding, researchers can use 
scoping reviews, which map key concepts, types of evidence, and gaps in 
research.1 
 
To better understand the intersections between topics, NJH librarians work 
with researchers to create balanced search strategies and illustrate content 
overlap. In this example, we used the open-source tool, eulerAPE,2 to draw 
area-proportional Venn diagrams of MEDLINE articles on interstitial lung 
diseases, connective tissue diseases and undifferentiated connective tissue 
diseases. It’s useful to see the relative size of literature for each topic and the 
extent of overlap between well-defined disease categories (ie, interstitial lung 
and connective tissue diseases) and those that are less clear.3,4  See complete 
search details  
 
What research questions are emerging in your fields? Contact us to search 
and map other topics. 
 
Figure 1. Overlap in Literature on CTDs, ILDs and UCTDs 

 

 

 
 
1 Colquhoun HL, Levac D, O'Brien KK, et al. Scoping reviews: time for clarity in definition, 

methods, and reporting. J Clin Epidemiol 2014; 67:1291-1294. 
2 Micallef L, Rodgers P. eulerAPE: drawing area-proportional 3-Venn diagrams using ellipses. 

PLoS One 2014; 9:e101717. 
3 Fischer A, West SG, Swigris JJ, et al. Connective tissue disease-associated interstitial lung 

disease: a call for clarification. Chest 2010; 138:251-256. 
4 Fischer A, Antoniou KM, Brown KK, et al. An official European Respiratory 

Society/American Thoracic Society research statement: interstitial pneumonia with 
autoimmune features. Eur Respir J 2015; 46:976-987. 
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YOU’RE INVITED TO A 
LIVE WEBCAST 
 
Using Data to Improve 
Clinical Patient Outcomes  
 
Monday, March 7, 2016  
J105 – sessions start at 9:45 
 
This forum explores the current 
and potential uses of patient 
data from the electronic health 
record to improve patient 
safety, quality of care and 
evidence-based practice. 
Participants will gain 
knowledge about emerging uses 
of clinical data mining 
presented by three of the 
nation's leaders on big data and 
patient outcomes. 
 
The forum will be held in 
Seattle/Salt Lake City as well as 
broadcast live online. See the 
blog post for event details.  

 

    Information you need to make informed decisions March 2016 

https://tuckerinfo.wordpress.com/2016/02/22/visualization/
https://tuckerinfo.wordpress.com/2016/02/22/visualization/
www.nationaljewish.org/library/
mailto:knights@njhealth.org
mailto:crusep@njhealth.org
mailto:kellermeyerl@njhealth.org
https://tuckerinfo.wordpress.com/2016/02/24/data_forum/


 

 

 

Trending 
   NJH Metrics 
 

A snapshot of respiratory system publications indexed in Web of Science shows NJH leading as most cited 
compared to other top respiratory institutions. Average citations per publication is one metric for demonstrating 
influence and research impact. How do you measure up? Contact us to run researcher or topic specific metrics.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visual Culture and Public Health Posters at the National Library of Medicine 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/visualculture/tuberculosis.html 

 
 
 
 

 

March 24th 
   World Tuberculosis Day 

The National Association for the Study and 
Prevention of Tuberculosis was formed in 1904 to 
unify anti-tuberculosis programs. Inspired by the 
identification of tuberculosis bacteria in sputum, 
its mission included an aggressive campaign 
against public spitting.  
 

The discovery that bacteria could survive in spit 
for an entire day even convinced many women to 
stop wearing their long, trailing dresses into 
town for fear they might pick up sputum and drag 
it into their homes.  
 

Countering the stigma associating disease with 
poverty or filth, this illustration features a finely 
dressed, well-groomed young man demonstrating 
the proper alternative to "careless spitting, 
coughing, and sneezing." 



 

 Talking Points 
  Increased NLM funding  

We asked Dr. Taylor-Cousar to tell us about a research article that captured her interest. “This gene therapy 
trial is the first in CF to demonstrate any beneficial effect on lung function, and thus provides proof of concept 
for continued efforts toward the development of more effective vectors of CFTR delivery.” 
 

Alton EW, et al; UK Cystic Fibrosis Gene Therapy Consortium. Repeated nebulisation of 
non-viral CFTR gene therapy in patients with cystic fibrosis: a randomised, double-blind, 
placebo-controlled, phase 2b trial. Lancet Respir Med. 2015;3:684-91. PMID 26149841. 
 

 

 

  
 

Full text is freely available in PubMed Cental. Related 
NCBI data is also available through PubMed. Look for 
Related information in the right sidebar of PubMed. 

 
Jennifer Taylor-Cousar, MD is an Associate 
Professor in the Departments of Medicine and 
Pediatrics. She is the Associate Director of the 

Adult Cystic Fibrosis Program. 
         
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Last Word  
   What are you reading? 
 

Funding for the National Library of Medicine (NLM) connects health practitioners and the public with the health 
literature. NLM coordinates a 6,000-member National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM). As a 
member library, National Jewish Health benefits from collaborations among Network members to improve access 
and sharing of biomedical resources.  

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016 increases NLM funding 3.36% to $394,664,000 in FY2016. For the 
first time, Congress has appropriated $44.5 million in direct funds to support implementation of the public access 
policy, genome-wide association studies, and other NLM initiatives. The Senate Appropriations Committee 
cites its reasoning for direct funding to NCBI in Senate Report 114-74: 

"The Committee recommendation includes funding directly to NLM to meet the  
challenge of collecting, organizing, analyzing, and disseminating the  
increasing amounts of data related to research in molecular biology and genomics,  
and to support the deposit of manuscripts in PubMed Central under the NIH  
Public Access Policy. Providing the increase specifically to NLM… increases  
funding transparency and enhances NCBI's ability to provide an integrated,  
genomic resource for biomedical researches at NIH and around the globe."  

Contact us to find out more about public access compliance. 

      

 
 
 

 

 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2029/
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/114th-congress/senate-report/57/1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2614841

